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mistake, though " referred to them or not " would be
more correct. But who had a doubt about grass ?
If I fell on Poa pratensis I would be " tumbling in the
hay " prematurely, for it was not hay-time and we
were not in a meadow, but on a clean-shaven lawn.
" Fertile glume and hyaline: spikelets bisexual, or
male and bisexual, each male standing close to a
bisexual." The worst thought of all is that the sweet
odour of new-mown grass depends on cumarin, a
chemical, of course. Why can't chemists keep their
hands off the scent of new-mown hay ? It isn't as if
they hadn't stinks enough.
Though I was full of Botany and Zoology from my
lectures in the Royal, it would never do to treat those
subjects lightly just because they called them Bugs
and Weeds in Trinity College. The very fact that
the professor happened to lecture on such a common
thing as grass was a tip in time. He might knock
a fellow out with a simple question, " What is grass ?"
And what good would a knowledge of the seventy
orders of Linnaeus, the bird who knelt down and praised
God when he saw a gorse bush in bloom, be to you
if you couldn't tell the Professor of Botany what was
grass ? Why, the thing was everywhere, and that
was enough to put you off your guard. It is the
simplest things that are the hardest to define. Parker,
who is the grinder in Astronomy, says : " The simpler
the statement, the harder and more complicated the
Mathematics are which have to be employed to warrant
it." Don't think that these medical professors don't
know it. Don't they ? That is why I was tumbled
completely by Purser in the physiology exam when
he shot out, " What is blood ?" Now that was the
very thing you would never think about. You would
read up all about the corpuscles in the bleeding thing,
but you'd never think of asking what it was. Too
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